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means " island/* and if so, as Gesenius has argued., may
with the best reason be held to refer to the island
par excellence, viz., the Island of Ortygia, on which the
oldest part of Syracuse was settled. Passages are quoted
by him from Strabo, vi. p. 415; Diod., xL c. 67; Cicero in
Verrem., c, 52, 53, which appear to me convincing on
this point. If this be so, we may fairly suppose, as
suggested above, that the little coins here described do
refer to an alliance between Syracuse and Gela.

In conclusion, I will only call the attention of scholars
to the occurrence of the definite article before the name
of Motya, as shown in the coin which is the subject of
this paper, and which is so far uncommon that I am not
aware of its existence anywhere, except upon one tetra-
drachm of Carthage (or Panormus) j and to the curious
fact that the Phoenician nominal legends are sometimes
wholly retrograde, and read therefore from left to right,
and sometimes exhibit an intermixture, or rather uncer-
tainty, of the order of the letters, which I have pointed
out when occurring above.

For a detailed history of the town of Motya, and for a
record of the discovery of its site, some years since, by
the late Admiral W. H. Smyth, I refer my readers with
pleasure to an able article "by Mr. E. H. Bunbury, in
Dr. W. Smith's "Dictionary of Greek and Roman
Biography."
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